
GALE Databases Guide
AC Library 2020



What is GALE?

• Gale is an online research and 
educational publishing service 
that provides AC Library access 
to databases with full text 
articles covering a wide range 
of academic topics 

• AC Library has access to 
several GALE databases, each 
specialized in a different field



How do I access GALE?

• To navigate to AC’s databases, navigate to the “Articles and 
Databases” page on the Library website:

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/articles-and-databases/


Searching GALE

Type search terms 
(keywords) in here

Important: Need help coming up with keywords? 
Use the AC Library’s guide to creating keywords. 

Click on Advanced Search 
for more options

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/research-skills/#creating-keywords


Searching GALE, contd.

You can limit your 
search by Full Text 
and Peer-Reviewed

You can search 
additional fields with 
you keywords or add 
additional rows

You can edit the range of 
publication dates here

You can set your content to 
be academic articles here.



Exploring Topics

With GALE, you can browse topics via the “Browse Topics” 
button in the top-left section of the database homepage

The number of subtopics is 
listed beside the topic name



Exploring Topics, contd.

Clicking on a topic expands the subtopics list, where you are able to get access resources related to each subtopic 



Exploring Topics, contd.
After selecting a subtopic, GALE lists the types of sources available for that subject

Source types available for a topic are listed here, and 
includes the number of sources available for each type



Choosing an Article

Click on the article to be 
taken to the article page

You can set filters here, including 
subject types and dates

Important: Need help figuring out what the 
filters do? Use the AC Library’s guide to 
searching databases. 

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/research-skills/#library-databases


Choosing an Article, contd.

Citation information 
can be found here

Databases can be 
found here. These 
include: send to 
drive, e-mail, 
download, and 
print



Citing an Article

Important: Never copy and paste the citations from a database 
without checking them against AC’s citation style guides!

The citation tool provides a quick citation for the article you are currently viewing and offers citations in 
multiple styles.

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/writing-and-learning-centre/writing-and-humanities/#panel5b


Other Tools
If you need to share the article, 
“Get link” provides a permalink to 
the article

You can save this article to 
Google Drive or OneDrive



Other Tools, contd.

The email tool can be used to send 
the article to yourself or others. 
There is also an option to email the 
citation.



Need more help?

• Email us at: 
library@alexandercollege.ca

• Call us on the student info line 
at: 604 435 5815

• Book a one-on-one 
appointment with a research 
expert

• Chat with a Librarian on our 
virtual reference service 
(AskAway)

mailto:library@alexandercollege.ca
https://alexander.mywconline.com/

