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What is PubMed?

 PubMed is a collection of biomedical and life sciences literature and contains 

more than 33 million citations and abstracts. The materials in PubMed are 

primarily from the biomedicine and health fields, but also include related 

disciplines such as life sciences, behavioral science, chemical sciences, and 

bioengineering. 

 PubMed will be of most interest to BIOL, SOCI, ENGL, and PSYC students.



How do I access PubMed?

 To navigate to AC’s databases, navigate to the “Articles and Databases” page 

on the Library website: 

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/articles-and-databases/


Searching PubMed

Type search terms (keywords) in here Important: Need help coming up with keywords?

Use the AC Library’s guide to creating keywords

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/research-skills/#creating-keywords


PubMed Advanced Search Filter

 PubMed advanced search filter helps you create a search query.

You can type your keywords here

You can add more 

keywords and combine 

them using Boolean 

terms

Once you add all your keywords and 

Boolean terms, PubMed creates a query 

for you automatically to search!

Change the search field here by author, 

title, subject, etc.



PubMed Results
PubMed will list the number of results 

from the search. From this search, 

there are 62,262 results relating to 

depression and children

The list of results is shown 

below. Click on the title 

for more information 

about the resource



PubMed Results - Filtering

You can filter resources from the 

results page. Look for filters like:

• Full text

• Type of resource

• Date

Important: Need help 

figuring out what the filters 

do? Use the AC Library’s 

guide to searching 

databases.

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/library/research-skills/#library-databases


Reading a Resource
Citation information about 

the resource can be found 

above and below the title

Read the full 

article by 

accessing the 

full text online



PubMed Tools - Citation

Important: Never copy and paste the citations from 

a database without checking them against AC’s 

citation style guides!

To find the citation for an article, click on 

the “Cite” button on the right-hand side of 

the article which will open the “Cite” box 

https://alexandercollege.ca/student-success/writing-and-learning-centre/citations/#panel5b


PubMed Tools – Email or Link an Article

To email an article to yourself, click on the email button on the 

top of the article which will open the “Email Citation” box

To access the link to your article, go to the share 

button on the right-hand side of the article which will 

open the “Permalink” box



PubMed Tools – Related Items

Found an article that relates to your topic? 

Check the ‘Similar Articles’ section at the 

bottom of the page to see more useful 

articles!



PubMed Tools – MeSH Terms
MeSH terms are official words or phrases 

selected to represent particular biomedical 

concepts. Looking at the MeSH terms on an 

article you have found might help your searching 

by providing narrow or broader terms for your 

keywords

Keywords used to find the article below: 

depression, anxiety, and children

You can use any of the 

MeSH terms to search



Need more help?

 Email us at: library@alexandercollege.ca

 Call us on the student info line at: 604 435 5815

 Book a one-on-one appointment with a research expert

 Chat with a Librarian on our virtual reference service (AskAway)

mailto:library@alexandercollege.ca
https://alexander.mywconline.com/
https://ca.libraryh3lp.com/chat/ac@chat.ca.libraryh3lp.com?skin=15804

